Mary Anoints Jesus for burial – leader notes

Introduction
Note – this might contain enough material for mor than one class.
Describe important players in the clip:
· Mary, the sister of Lazarus, we’ve seen before
· Pharisees:
· Joseph of Arimathea
· Schmuel, from Capernaum, now in Sanhedrin in Jerusalem
· Fictional character, who was once against Jesus
· Now wants to give Jesus a chance
· Joseph’s father, Arnan (also fictional), and not a Pharisee – but knows Laz
· Judas – watch his reactions closely
Play Clip
Play clip from Season 4 episode 8 – start with Pharisees entering room – 10 minutes
Scriptures – Four accounts of Jesus being anointed; likely 3 different events
· We will get to the other three accounts later
· Later, we will also get to the parable of the sheep and the goats that Jesus told
· As we read, start by observing the basics: When, Where, Who, How, the Reactions, and Jesus’ Response to the reactions. Then we will dive deeper.
John 12:1-8 (6 days before the Passover)
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it.
7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have me.”
· When – Six days before Passover
· Where – The home of Lazarus, most likely. Dinner in Jesus’ honor.
· Who – Mary, the sister of Laz (while Martha serves again, incidentally )
· How – poured a pint of pure nard on Jesus’ feet and wiped with her hair
· Matches most of The Chosen 
· John’s passage doesn’t include the parable, which we’ll discuss shortly
· Reaction – Judas is indignant. “Why wasn’t this given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.”
· John says here that Judas was a thief. Less money for him.
Jesus’ Response to Indignant Judas Iscariot
What was Jesus’ response to Judas?
· Leave her alone (defended Mary’s honor)
· Intended for his burial
· You will always have the poor among you
· You will not always have me
More discussion
· Judas’ motivations were wrong, clearly. But did he have a point about the poor?
· What do you think of one of Jesus’ responses – “You will always have the poor among you?”
· Look at it in context. The next line clarifies: “You will not always have me.”
· Intended for his burial. In the scene, some of the disciples, Joseph of Arimathea, his mother Mary, Laz – are starting to get it. Can you imagine being there as that realization starts to sink in? What questions would you ask?
More Scriptures – other accounts
Mark 14:1-11
· When: Two days before the Passover (4 days after Mary’s anointing)
· Where: In Bethany, at house of Simon the Leper, not to be confused with Simon the Pharisee
· Who: A woman, unnamed
· How: 
· Alabaster jar of expensive perfume
· Poured on his head, not his feet
· Reaction of “some of those present”: indignant, similar to Judas – sell the perfume and give to the poor
· Response from Jesus: Same as with Mary the sister of Lazarus
· Do you see the add-on here? It was in The Chosen scene too
· Addition – “Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done will also be told, in memory of her”
· How does it impact you to know that she will be remembered forever?
· Every act matters to God
· Immediately after, it says that Judas went to the chief priests to betray Jesus. Was this the last straw for him? What is Judas figuring out?
Matthew 26:6-14 – mostly matches Mark’s account
· When: 2 days before Passover (see verse 1)
· Who: an unnamed woman. Any guesses who it was? Pure speculation.
· Where: Bethany, Simon the Leper’s house
· How: Expensive perfume, poured on his head 
· Reaction: Disciples indignant – Matthew is more specific than Mark
· How could they be indignant when they just saw it play out with Judas 4 days ago?
· Jesus Response: Same as in Mark
Luke 7:36-50
· When – About a year before Jesus’ death
· Where – Home of Simon the Pharisee, in Galilee
· (not Simon the Leper or Simon Peter; Simon was an extremely common name there and then)
· Who – A woman in town known for her a sinful reputation
· How – Cried tears on his feet, then wiped feet with tears and perfume
· Jesus interacts with the judgmental Pharisee Simon, telling him a parable 
· A moneylender forgave two debts.
· Who will love the moneylender more? The one with the bigger debt forgiven.
· Compared the woman to Simon, who hadn’t cleaned Jesus’ feet when he entered; hadn’t greeted with a kiss; hadn’t anointed with oil
· Her many sins are forgiven
· Whoever has been forgiven little loves little
· Jesus tells her that her sins are forgiven
Any guesses who the woman was? Could it have been Mary Magdelene?
Do you think it’s true that “whoever has been forgiven little loves little?” Is that fair to someone who’s been faithful to God (by human standards) their whole life?
How do you think Simon reacted when Jesus pointed out 3 things she did better than him? How can we avoid being a Simon the Pharisee?
Putting all three together
How did these women all get the same idea?
· Did they hear about it from each other?
· Did God put it in their heads?
· What did they think they were doing?
What did 3 women have in common? The sinful woman in Luke, Mary, and the unnamed woman?
What lessons can we take from these women?
· Extravagant gift – only the best for our Lord. Willing to give all.
· Obedience – God put this idea in their head, and they obeyed
· God is King – they were all worshiping Him as king, not caring what the onlookers thought; Anointed one; Messiah
· Outrageous act of worship. Don’t care what people think when we worship. Jesus will defend our honor.
Do any of you have any stories of outrageous, not-caring-what-anyone thought, worship?
Sheep and Goats Parable
Matthew 25:31-46 – Parable of the Sheep and Goats told in The Chosen
· In Matthew, it is told just before one of the other anointing scenes - Different parable than Luke 7 (2 days before Passover)
· Setting/Context
· In Matthew 24:1-2 – Jesus talks about destruction of temple coming
· In Matthew 24:3, disciples came to him in private on the mount of olives, after asking 
· When will this happen?
· What will be the sign of your coming and the end of the age?
· Additional parables told before this one
· Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) – “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour”
· The Bags of Gold - And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
· Scene – Jesus on his throne in glory, angels with him, all nations before him
· Glorious scene – can you picture it?  v31-32a
· All the angels with him, sitting on his glorious throne
· All the nations gathered before him
· He will separate sheep from goats (right and left)
· Sheep get the inheritance prepared for them since creation of the world!!!
· Hungry, you fed me
· Thirsty, you gave me drink
· Stranger, you invited me in
· Needed clothes, clothed me
· Sick, you looked after me
· In prison, you came to visit me
· They ask when did we do this?
· ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
· Goats – eternal fire, prepared for the devil and his angels
· Again, He lists who they didn’t help
· They ask who/when?
· Again, he answers, the least of these
· Schmuel says “This is a hard teaching.”
After, when Judas talks to Schmuel, they agree that Jesus’ response to Mary is a direct contradiction to his parable about Sheep and Goats. What say you? How is not contradictory?
Why else did Schmuel say “This is a hard teaching?” He should have wanted to take care of the needy.
· He couldn’t comprehend how the poor and weak are most important in God’s kingdom
What are some examples of “the least of these” in our society today?
· Hungry and thirsty? – strangers on the road? Or friends in our congregation? Who comes first?
· Strangers, invited in – How do we balance with safety concerns?
· Needed clothes – shelters? Goodwill?
· Sick
· I think our church does a good job helping the sick among us. 
· Elderly
· In Prison – 
· Who else was Jesus talking about? Was it just those wrongly imprisoned? If not, how can we minister to people deserving to be put away?
· Northland has a prison ministry, for example
What’s the best way to help the least of these?
· Volunteering our time directly?
· Waiting to be approached, and then help?
· Simply giving money? Does this mean I care less if I don’t do the one on one?
· Church vs organizations vs random strangers on the street?
· Corporately organizing vs individual effort?
These words of Jesus make it sound like our salvation is works-based. How do we reconcile this with the doctrine of salvation through grace, not of works, lest any man should boast?
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’
40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’
44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help you?’
45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.’
46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
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