John the Baptist and prophecy – leader notes

Introduction
Last Chapter in the Old Testament
What do you know about the last chapter in the Old Testament? Anyone know what it prophesizes? 
Malachi 4:5-6
“See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”
Sending the prophet Elijah refers to what?
· End Times? Could be, given that it is talking about the dreadful day of the Lord.
· John the Baptist? Definitely, as we will see in today’s study…
· Perhaps both?
In our clip, you might hear words about turning the hearts of parents to their children.
Play Clip – Part 1
Play clip from Season 4 episode 1 – Cold Open scene - Mary riding to see Elizabeth; Zacharia can’t speak (4 minutes)  PRESS PAUSE
Skip to Joanna walking out past stage and Herodias coming out – Pause after John says “The way of the Lord is prepared” (3 minutes)
The Birth of John The Baptist Story in Luke
Angel appears to Zechariah - Luke 1:11-17
After this passage I will ask about what Gabriel says the son John will accomplish.
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
What did the angel say that John the Baptist would accomplish?
· He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God
· Go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah
· Turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to wisdom
· To make ready a people prepared for the Lord
Opinions – Why do you think God wanted to send a forerunner like John? Why did the way need to be prepared?
What do you think Gabriel meant by “in the spirit and power of Elijah?”
· Like the OT preacher of repentance (because John didn’t do the same miracles)
· (Recall our Introduction to this study) - Fulfillment of prophecy – the last chapter in the OT, Malachi 4:5-6:
· “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction.”
· Did you catch the prophecy that the angel Gabriel repeated to Zechariah? And that John the Baptist just repeated in the video to Joanna? What does that mean, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children?
It is also interesting to consider the transfiguration account, where Moses and Elijah appeared (Matthew 17). As they were headed down the mountain, the disciples asked why the teachers say that Elijah must come first, and Jesus made it clear that he already had, in the form of John.
Angel appears to Mary – Luke 1:26-38
Note – was already in 6th month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
Mary visits Elizabeth – Luke 1:39-45; 56
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”
56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home.
Table Setting – List the Sequence of Events and Timeline
1. Angel Gabriel visits Zechariah in the temple
a. Zech’s division of priests were on duty (divisions would rotate)
b. He was chosen by lot
c. All assembled worshipers present outside, so was likely Sabbath
d. He and Elizabeth were old and beyond pregnancy years
e. He returned home after duties complete, and she became pregnant
2. Sixth month into her pregnancy, angel appears to Mary in Nazareth
a. Tells her good news about Elizabeth
b. Tells her Elizabeth is in 6th month
3. Mary leaves for trip to hill country in Judea to visit Elizabeth v39
4. Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about 3 months v56
a. 3 + 6 = 9mo – was Mary present for the birth of John? If not, why would she leave right before the birth?
b. Perhaps she was showing humility in allowing Elizabeth to have her moment? Or maybe Mary didn’t want the attention as she started to show? The awkwardness…
5. Caesar issues decree almost 6 months later, Mary and Joseph go to Bethlehem
Opinion – Why do you think Mary decided to pack up and visit Elizabeth right then?
· Excited to share her news
· Believers encouraging each other in the faith
· Confirming Gabriel’s sign
· Escaping the rumors of Nazareth
Note Elizabeth’s responses that must have uplifted Mary:
· commending Mary for her faith
· Elizabeth filled with the H.S.
· humility - why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
Optional – Play Clip 2 here:
Skip to Zechariah talking (later FastForward past disciples chatting until Matthew breaks away at the sight of Joanna)  (10 min) 
Zechariah’s Song (v67-80)
Note – you could play part II of the video here
67 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:
The first group of verses are prophecies about Jesus:
68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
    because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
    in the house of his servant David
70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
(Psalm 132:17, a Psalm by Solomon) – Here I will make a horn grow for David… What does a horn denote, and how does this apply to Jesus?  Denotes strength/power, power to save
71 salvation from our enemies
    and from the hand of all who hate us—
72 to show mercy to our ancestors
    and to remember his holy covenant, 
What was the covenant he swore to Abraham? through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.

73     the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,   Who is our enemy? Who was Zech’s enemy? Rome? Or the deceiver?
    and to enable us to serve him without fear
75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  I like this – this is what Jesus has enabled all of us to do
The next group are about his son, John the Baptist:
76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
Note – in v32, Gabriel told Mary Jesus would be “Son of the Most High”
    for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
Recognize those words? Gabriel told him
77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation
    through the forgiveness of their sins,
78 because of the tender mercy of our God,
    by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
79 to shine on those living in darkness
    and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the path of peace.”
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the wilderness until he appeared publicly to Israel.
How did Zechariah know all this about John preparing the way? 
· Even though he disbelieved about Elizabeth, he listened to Gabriel
· Also, he knew Scripture inside and out
· Malachi 3:1 - “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.
· Isaiah 40:3-5 - 3 A voice of one calling:
“In the wilderness prepare
    the way for the Lord;
make straight in the desert
    a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be raised up,
    every mountain and hill made low;
the rough ground shall become level,
    the rugged places a plain.
5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed,
    and all people will see it together.
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
What did the people of Jesus’ day think was meant by Isaiah 40:3?	
· Perhaps speaking of prophets who have already come before Isaiah, many of whom cried in the wilderness – but the people did not heed
· Isaiah was written to kingdom of Judah before captivity in Babylon, so perhaps the Jews of Jesus’ time thought it talked about prophets like Daniel who made straight the way to return to the Promised Land out of captivity
· John, however, declares that it is about him in John 1:23 - John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’ "
In what ways did John fulfill his mission of preparing the way for Jesus?
John’s message – repent, and be baptized as a sign of repentance. How do we prepare our hearts to receive Christ? Repent. 
What is meant by the parts about making the way straight and raising up valleys and making hills and mountains low?
· They used to make the roads straight and level when a king was coming to their city
· Those that are hindered from comfort in Christ by their dejections and despondencies are the valleys that must be exalted.
· Those that are hindered from comfort in Christ by a proud conceit of their own merit and worth are the mountains and hills that must be made low


Day 2 - Ark of the Covenant Parallels
So far we’ve focused on OT prophecies as related to John the Baptist. Today, we will look at another interesting OT parallel with the Mary/Elizabeth story – regarding the Ark.
Exodus 40:34-35 = 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle..
Luke 1:35 - 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 
2 Samuel 6 – Many Parallels to come
David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2 And David arose and went with all the people who were with him from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the name of the Lord of hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim. 3 And they carried the ark of God on a new cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart, 4 with the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark.
Uzzah and the Ark
5 And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the Lord, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals. 6 And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God. 8 And David was angry because the Lord had broken out against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzzah to this day. 9 And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and he said, “How can the ark of the Lord come to me?” 10 So David was not willing to take the ark of the Lord into the city of David. But David took it aside to the house of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11 And the ark of the Lord remained in the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household.
12 And it was told King David, “The Lord has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of the ark of God.” So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing. 13 And when those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14 And David danced before the Lord with all his might. And David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the horn.
	Old Testament
	New Testament
	Parallel

	2 Samuel 6:2-11 - David moves ark into hill country of Judah
	Luke 1:39 – Mary travelled to hill country to visit Elizabeth
	Both traveled into hill country

	Placed at home of a Levite
	Elizabeth and Zecheriah were Levites
	

	The ark stayed at the house of Obed-edom for 3 months
	Mary stayed with Elizabeth for 3 months
	

	V9 – David’s words: “How can the ark of the Lord come to me?”
What does this remind you of?
	Luke 1:43 Elizebeth’s words: “Why is granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
	· Same words
· But a contrast, how? 
· Elizabeth in wonder, David in fear

	V14-15 : And David danced before the Lord with all his might. And David was wearing a linen ephod. 15 So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the horn.
	What did the OT passage make you think of?

Luke 1:41 – John the Baptist leaped in Elizabeth’s womb at the sound of Mary’s greeting.
	Celebrating the presence of God.

Do we celebrate the presence of God enough in our lives? More than during the service on Sundays?

	V11 – The Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household.
	What did Elizabeth declare to her cousin Mary?

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.
	What takeaway do we glean from this parallel?

We receive blessing when God is present with us.

	What did the ark contain inside?
· The law written on stone
· Mana from heaven (in a gold jar)
· Aaron’s staff - Symbol of priesthood (but also warning against rebellion)
Sidenote – what was interesting about the staff?
Numbers 17 – After Korah’s rebellion - Budded overnight, producing buds, blossoms and almonds. Kept in the ark as a sign against the rebellious.
· Afterward, God chose Aaron’s tribe, Levites, as priests (ch 18)
	Mary carried:

· Fulfillment of the law
· Bread of Life
· Our great High Priest, Jesus (those who rebel against him are doomed)
	God created an ark to carry his law, and then he created a living ark to carry His Son.

	Exodus 40:34 - Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
	Luke 1:35 – The power of the Most High will overshadow you
	God’s Spirit covering the ark as he overshadowed Mary



Can you think of a modern-day ark, now that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father?
Eph 3:17 – Christ now dwells in our hearts through faith
I Cor 6:19,20 – Our bodies are now temples of the Holy Spirit; glorify God in your body
We are now the dwelling place of God, carrying Christ within us. What does this mean for us?
· David’s reverent fear is necessary
· Celebration of God’s presence with us
· Blessing from him dwelling with us.
Reaction of Michal (Saul’s Daughter) (Time filler if necessary)
Interesting to note David’s estranged wife’s reaction in v16-23:
16 As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out of the window and saw King David leaping and dancing before the Lord, and she despised him in her heart. …
20 And David returned to bless his household. But Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David and said, “How the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering himself today before the eyes of his servants' female servants, as one of the vulgar fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!” 
She thought his actions unworthy of a king. Does she have a point?
21 And David said to Michal, “It was before the Lord, who chose me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me as prince over Israel, the people of the Lord—and I will celebrate before the Lord. 22 I will make myself yet more contemptible than this, and I will be abased in your eyes. But by the female servants of whom you have spoken, by them I shall be held in honor.” 23 And Michal the daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her death.
What do you think about David’s response? He claims to have been honoring the Lord… was he?  Was he truly humbling himself as he claimed?
Do you ever feel attacked/belittled for serving God? Do we, like David, resolve to abase ourselves even more for our God?
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