Faith of a Roman – Leader Notes

Introduction
Today’s clip is an enhanced scene from Scripture, where the Roman who needed his son healed is embellished to be an important character from the show.
Play Clip – Part 1
Play clip from Season 4 episode 4 – start with Matthew and Peter following soldiers to Gaius. 9 minutes. Gaius wants Jesus to heal son. PRESS PAUSE
The Conversion
Before they left to bring Gaius to Jesus, Peter says to Matthew: “Did he just convert?” This part is not in the Scripture passages, but it’s interesting to watch it unfold. What struck you about Peter and Matthew’s witnessing technique?
· Peter listened. He noticed that Gaius hinted that he might believe. 
· They both were encouraging vs. condemning.
· Demonstrated concern for Gaius’s personal situation (dying servant/son).
· They both humbled themselves, calling themselves unworthy. 
Does this clip remind you of any conversion stories in the Bible, where there was already a person who was God-fearing, but needed shepherding to the truth? I’m reminded of two stories:
· Phillip and the Eunuch – The Ethiopian had come to Jerusalem to worship. He wanted to believe. But he didn’t understand the truth until Phillip guided him.
· Paul met Lydia outside the city gates by the riverbank. She was God-fearing and open to Paul explaining the Gospel.
Play Clip – Part 2
Fast-forward to bypass James & John talking to mother. Play the rest of the interaction with Jesus and Gaius. Skip once to Gaius returning home to healed son. 7 more minutes between the two.
Scriptures 
[bookmark: _Hlk200614085]Luke 7:1-10
When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, he entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them.
He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well.
Matthew 8:5-13
5 When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. 6 “Lord,” he said, “my servant lies at home paralyzed, suffering terribly.”
7 Jesus said to him, “Shall I come and heal him?”
8 The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. 9 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”
10 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed and said to those following him, “Truly I tell you, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go! Let it be done just as you believed it would.” And his servant was healed at that moment
Humility of the Centurion
What do we find in here that emphasizes the humility of the centurion?
· A Roman military leader, who commands men to do his bidding, calling Jesus LORD
· Expresses that he isn’t even worthy for Jesus to enter his household
· In the clip (not in the Scripture), he admits to his past sins that he’s ashamed of
Faith of the Centurion
What in the text emphasizes his faith?
· He knew Jesus could heal from a distance
· He compares Jesus’s authority to his own. Just as he can command men to come and go, he knows Jesus can command heavenly forces to heal from a distance
· Jesus is amazed by his faith, saying that he has not found anyone in all of Israel with such faith.
· How great would it be to have Jesus amazed by our faith?
Where do you think this centurion’s incredible faith came from?
How can we grow in our faith?
Contradiction?
Is there a contradiction in these two accounts? Did the centurion come to Jesus in person or not?
· Theory 1 – The centurion sent messengers ahead, then arrived after them. 
· Theory 2 – The centurion did not come in person, knowing that Jesus could heal from a distance. Matthew’s account just left out the middleman in the story. Just like when it says that “Pontius Pilate flogged Jesus” 
· Important note – The fact that the accounts don’t match word-for-word is proof that the writers of the gospels did not collude and they did not copy each other.
Matthew’s Prophecy
What was the prophecy that Jesus gave in Matthew’s account?
11 I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
What does this mean?
Gentiles, like the centurion, will have their place beside the Jews in heaven.
Final scene takeaways
· Gaius blows out idolatrous candles
· Teaches family “Shalom”
· Whole family is amazed and converted (like Lydia’s family)
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