Mary and Martha – leader notes

Intro - Who were Mary and Martha?
Sisters of Lazarus, a close friend of Jesus. They lived in Bethany, just on the other side of the Mt. of Olives from Jerusalem – an easy walk.
Clip
Play clip from Season 4 episode 5, where Jesus arrives at Laz’s house and is served by Martha while Mary sits at the feet of Jesus. I hope you’re not hungry!
Scripture
Luke 10:38-42
38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!”
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”
Discussion Questions
Martha is actually doing a good thing. Why does Jesus tell her that Mary has chosen the better thing?
Someone has to do the mundane stuff. How do you relate to this scene?
When you read the passage, do you think the scene does justice to what actually transpired? When you read the Scripture, what do you think Martha’s tone of voice was?
Have you ever prayed to God: “Tell that person to help me!” What should our mindset be?
· That person might be in a different place right now, with different needs. 
· Let’s be understanding, not bitter 
What’s an example of a male Martha/Mary? Think in the house or in the church, for example.
· Martha – someone who’s always working, helping the church function, serving others, but never taking quiet time for personal growth with the Lord
Jesus’ Parable
In The Chosen scene, Jesus tells the parable about workers in the vineyard. From Matthew 20. Does this parable bug you sometimes, that everyone receives equal pay? What does it convey?
· The Vineyard is a metaphor to the kingdom of heaven. 
· Contrast earthly kingdoms/vineyards to heavenly kingdom
· Sovereignty of God (like the owner of the vineyard)
· God can choose who he wants, when he wants, to enter the kingdom
· There’s always a chance, until sunset.
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