Good Samaritan Leader Notes

Good Samaritan
Leader note – Next week, a good follow up would be the Sons of Thunder study.
Video – Season 2 episode 1
· Start with scene with James and John plowing field
· Fast forward to the scene with Malek and dinner – stop at Malek healed and Jesus smiling
What two parables do we see played out in this 2nd scene? Dallas makes them come to life…
· Good Samaritan, obviously
· The good shepherd, going after the one lost sheep
Luke 10:25-37:
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”
Conversation with the Expert in the Law
· An expert stands up to “test” Jesus – “What must I do to get eternal life?”
· How is this “testing” Jesus? Sounds like a legit question
· Is testing bad? Maybe his heart was good – wanted to make sure Jesus was legit
· Jesus turns the question back on him
· Have you ever used this technique when being challenged? Did it work?
· Jesus approved of the response – Love God and neighbor
· But wait, isn’t more required for eternal life?
· Why didn’t Jesus add to this like he did with Nicodemus?
· Maybe the man figured out that Jesus was implying he couldn’t or hadn’t lived up to that standard, so he presses on, trying to justify himself
· He asks “Who is my neighbor?”
· In what ways do we try to justify ourselves?
· Who is our neighbor?
Setting
The road from Jericho to Jerusalem 
· Most of Jesus’ stories don’t mention a particular place like this. So maybe it was indeed based on a true story, like the Chosen scene imagines?
· The road passes through desert and rock country – descends 3300 feet in elevation from Jerusalem to New Testament Jericho
· This was a treacherously winding road – a favored hideout for thieves
· It was a road known to be traveled by priests and Levites who would travel to Jerusalem to take their rotations in the duties at the Temple
Characters – Why did Jesus choose them?
Priest
Priests were Levites, but Levites were not necessarily priests
· Responsible for offering sacrifices – so ties to original question of how to achieve salvation
· No excuse for not helping
· Would have definitely been consider a “neighbor” under Leviticus 19:18 context
· When a neighbor’s life is at stake, the “don’t do this” laws are suspended
· Verse 31 says he was “going down” – hence he wasn’t on his way to Jerusalem to do his temple duties; he was returning, so the weak excuse of not touching a defiled body becomes weaker
· Priest would have known all the laws inside and out, and would have known that helping a man in need, even if it just means making sure he is buried properly, would take precedence over the purity laws.
· Jesus is removing any loophole for not helping a neighbor (just as the lawyer is looking for a loophole for loving his neighbor)
Levite
Second-ranking figures to priests in Jewish religious life
· A non-jew would not be his “neighbor” according to the traditions associated with Leviticus 19:18
· Levite is a likely character on the path, so it is believable
· Lower purity expectations for Levite, so more likely he will help
· But the Levites are still experts in the law, like the priest
· The expert in the law that Jesus is speaking with is likely a Levite
What do you think the crowd was thinking the Levite would do as Jesus was in-progress with the story? Where did the crowd think the story was going before and after the Samaritan was introduced?
Samaritan
These were seriously considered bad guys. No Jews liked Samaritans at all. The Samaritans were half-breeds (dating back to the Assyrian takeover of Israel and the inter-marrying that followed), but it was deeper than that. Their religious practices were an abomination too – a temple on a different mountain away from Jerusalem, and rejection of much of the scriptures beyond Moses.
The Expert
Who do you think the expert in the law who raised the question was?
· I’m guessing he was a Levite
· Jews from other tribes certainly had cause for enmity with the Samaritans due to their surrender to the Assyrians, they would not have shared the priestly tensions in the same way a Levite would have.
Excuses
What are some of the excuses the priest and the Levite would have used to justify themselves?
· I’m in a hurry
· I have duties awaiting me at the Temple in Jerusalem – that’s where God needs me
· Somebody else will help him
· This is a dangerous road – the same thing can happen to me, and it might be a staged trap
· I’m not allowed to touch a dead body without having to go through an elaborate 7 day cleansing ritual – I don’t know if he’s dead or alive without touching him
· The person is not my neighbor
Which of these excuses do we use?
Back to the interaction with the expert in the law
· Jesus closes by asking “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”
· “The one who had mercy”
· Jesus response – “Go and do likewise.”
· How do you think the expert in the law responded to this?
· How do you and I Go and do likewise?
Fun Exercise – If we were writing a modern-day Good Samaritan story:
· Where would it take place? 
· SR-46 halfway to Mims in the deep of night?
· Somewhere in the inner city?
· Who would be the modern-day equivalent of the priest?
· A pastor? An Anglican priest? 
· Modern-day equivalent of the Levite?
· A Sunday-school teacher?
· Who would the victim be? 
· A rookie police officer off duty? A recent college grad? Floridian? Just engaged?
· Who the Samaritan be?
· Motorcycle gang member?
· Immigrant?
· Muslim?
· Druggie?
Anyone have any real-life good Samaritan stories involving someone you know or yourself?
Copyright 2026 Daniel P. Warner (https://www.danielpwarner.com)

