Bethesda healing leader notes

Introduction – Season 2 Episode 4
· This episode introduces Simon Z (Simon the Zealot)
· Not many references to him in Scripture
· Separate fact from fiction
· Fiction – The Chosen backstory – his brother is lame man at Pool of Bethesda
· Fact – The lame man existed and was healed in John 5
Play Clips
· Clip 1 – Simon Z outside temple and on wall and disciples and Jesus enter Jerusalem (3 min)
· Clip 2 – Simon Z enters pool of Bethesda and talks to brother Jesse (5 min)
· Clip 3 – Jesus enters pool and heals Jesse (7 min)
· Clip 4 – Final minute of episode – “Sometimes, you have to stir up the water.”
Scripture – John 5
After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.
Now that day was the Sabbath. 10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 13 Now the man who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. 14 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am working.”
Legend of the Pool
Verses 2-5 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. 3 In these lay a multitude of invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 5 One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 
Notice verse 4 is missing in ESV and NIV. Added as this footnote:
…waiting for the moving of the water; 4for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and stirred the water: whoever stepped in first after the stirring of the water was healed of whatever disease he had…
Legend – An angel of the Lord stirred up the pool, and the first one in is healed
Why is this a bad legend? Why did Simon disparage Jesse for believing it?
· Based on a pagan superstition
· God wouldn’t pit the needy against each other in such a contest
· Would God really send an angel for this purpose?
· When God heals, there is a deeper purpose for it
Do you think anyone actually got healed in this pool? Why did this legend live? No right or wrong answer. Note – Bethesda means “House of Mercy” – Probably the kind/merciful people of Jerusalem assisted the beggars, lame, blind here with food and medical assistance
Verse 4 was added to later manuscripts by scribes. Does this concern you about God’s Word?
· The core truth of Scripture is not compromised by such additions/discrepancies
· For example, the message of this healing is not changed – Jesus is the ultimate healer, and the master of the Sabbath, and we need healing for more than our physical maladies
The Healing
Verses 6-9 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” 7 The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 9 And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.
Why did Jesus ask the man if he wants to be healed? Who wouldn’t want to be healed?
· Likely Jesus was talking about more than his physical healing, as evidenced by verse 14: Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to you.” 
What is Jesse’s response?
· Nobody to put me into the pool.
Why doesn’t he get it? How can we relate to Jesse?
· He is banking on superstition and legend
· He is looking to men rather than God.
· Like Jesse, we can all feel stuck sometimes. We can let it define us. Nobody took notice of the ONE who could heal them; all those lame/blind/sick were too focused on the water
Contrast Jesse with the healing of the leper in Matthew 8, who exhibited the qualities below. Did Jesse exhibit any of these qualities? 
· Response of Faith
· Recognition of Jesus’ Power
· Requested in Humility
· Results in Obedience
If not, why does Jesus heal a non-believer?
· Showed that faith in legends and superstition is misplaced. 
· Fulfill prophecy – Zephaniah 3:19: Behold, at that time I will deal
    with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
    and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
    and renown in all the earth.
Response of the Pharisees
10 So the Jews said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your bed.” 11 But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and walk.’” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 
… 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed him. 16 And this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I am working.”
18 This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
Why did Jesus heal on the Sabbath and not wait a day?
· End of the episode we didn’t show – disciples ask why he didn’t wait until end of Sabbath.  “Stir up the water,” Jesus responds. Do you agree with this portrayal?
Why were the Pharisees so mad about a man who has just been healed carrying his bed?
· Perhaps they were already angry at Jesus, and using this as self-righteous excuse?
· Affront to their power?
· Verse 18 says they wanted to kill him; not only for breaking Sabbath, but also for making himself equal to God
· But we know, Jesus was equal to God
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