Little James not healed – leader notes

Little James and Jesus Video
Setup: Jesus has just told the disciples that he will be sending them out 2 by 2, giving them the power to heal in Jesus’ name. They haven’t left yet.
6 and a half minutes
Initial reactions
· Does this video seem realistic to you? Do you think Jesus would have healed Little James?
· What reasons does Jesus give in the scene for not healing him?
· I trust you – Jesus knows he is able to handle not being healed and remain faithful
· Think of the story you have if I don’t heal you
· Show people that you can be patient with your suffering here on earth because you will spend eternity with no suffering
· Not everyone can understand that
· Father has a plan that may be a mystery
· You’ll do great things in my name in spite of this, the impact will last for generations
· What bothers Little James most about his condition?
· Doesn’t understand the Psalm that he is “fearfully and wonderfully made”
· Do you ever struggle with this concept?
· Feels that he is a burden to the group – they are all better than him
Modern-day healing
What are your thoughts on healing today? Is it more or less common than in Jesus’ time?
What are some reasons God my choose to heal us today?
What are some reasons God does not heal us?

· Is Faith a requirement?
· Many times Jesus told someone – your faith has healed you. 
· Matthew 9:22 – the woman with the blood issue
· Luke 17:19 – A leper
· Luke 18:42 – a blind beggar
· Matthew 8:13 – Roman Centurion 
· Could he be talking about their spiritual healing as well as physical?
· Other times, he healed people without them expressing faith first.
· Disabled man at pool of Bethesda – John 5:11-13
· Blind man in John 9
· Not just wayward believers who get sick
· 2 Timoth 4:20 - Paul “left Trophimus sick in Miletus”
· Paul’s thorn in the flesh (more on this to come)
· Glorify God in our perseverance – this is Little James situation
· Job says – the Lord gives and the Lord takes away; Blessed be the name of the Lord.
· How hard is it for us to say Blessed be the name of the Lord in these times?
Joni Eareckson Tada struggled with this issue for a long time. As she recounts in her book Joni, she sought physical healing of her quadriplegia. She prayed and fully believed that God would heal her. In her words, “I certainly believed. I was calling up my girlfriends saying, ‘Next time you see me I’m going to be running up your sidewalk. God’s going to heal me’” 
Her perspective is one of great faith: “God may remove your suffering, and that will be great cause for praise. But if not, He will use it, He will use anything and everything that stands in the way of His fellowship with you. So let God mold you and make you, transform you from glory to glory. That’s the deeper healing” 

· 2 Corinthians 12:7-9 – Paul says to keep him from being conceited
7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

· Romans 5:3-5: “Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”
Best Lines:
Job says – the Lord gives and the Lord takes away – blessed be the name of the Lord
Jesus – when you pass into the next life, your reward will be great; You will be healed. It’s only a matter of time.
Little James – “Thank you”.
· He was thanking Jesus for his time and explanation, certainly. But also thanking Jesus for not healing him?
Little James was living out what lines from the Corinthians and Romans passages above?
· I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest on me
· When I am weak, then I am strong.
· We glory in our sufferings because of what it produces.
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