Campfire – leader notes

Video
Introduce it
· Fictional scene – Jesus is still healing while the disciples are keeping order
· This is going to have a lot of conflict between the disciples. Controversial scene. As it is playing, think whether this makes sense, especially from Simon Peter’s perspective and Matthew’s perspective.
· Jesus’ mother Mary is in this scene. Luke 2:19 says Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  
Play it – 15 minutes (Season 2, Episode 3)
· Start around the campfire with focus on mother Mary. She speaks humbly of Jesus’ birth.
Discussion questions
Parenting threads
· Mary recalls being surprised that the Son of God needed her. He doesn’t need me so much anymore.
· But then, he did need her. Ever feel like your children don’t need you anymore? Does Jesus “need” us today? Or just use us?
· They questioned – can this really be the Son of God?  
· Joseph
· How does losing a parent affect you?
· What impact did Joseph have on the life of Jesus?
Anger Management threads (and  the disciples’ hubris)
· Hebrews 12:15 talks about bitterness – not letting the root of bitterness spring up and grow into something bigger. Simon had allowed that to happen.
· Obviously Simon’s anger was over the top. But did Simon have a valid point about Matthew?
· Thoughts on Jesus choosing a tax collector for his inner circle?
· That moment when we realize we’ve been acting the fool – Ever have that happen to you?
Ephesians 4:26-27 - 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 
Psalm 4:4 - Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 
How do we do this? Psalm 4 is about prayer at night. Ephesians verse doesn’t say it has to be resolved with the other party (although that would be a good idea). 
Are both these verses allowing for us to be angry?
Following the Laws – meat and cheese, pork, sabbath
· What did you think of their attitudes about the laws? Should modern Christians be stricter?
· They talked about how they’ve grown to love the law. David talks about this in Psalms.
· Do we love God’s precepts enough today?
· What instructions does God give us that we don’t love enough?
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