Sons of Thunder leader notes

Video – season 2, episode 1
· Begin with argument among the disciples after Jesus goes off to pray
· James and John leave the disciples in a huff to find Jesus, where they ask to have fire sent down from heaven to consume the mean Samaritans.   < 10 minutes
Disciples arguing at beginning of scene
Does this seem realistic to you?  How did it affect you?
Luke 9:51-55:
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?” 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them. 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village.

Mark 3:17
James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name Boanerges, which means “sons of thunder”) – only place this nickname is mentioned in Scripture
Backstory
Jesus’ mission
· Jesus is resolute - On his way to Jerusalem for the final time (note that this is not in accord with The Chosen, which has this fire from heaven scene earlier in his ministry).
· He doesn’t take the long, safe way around. He goes straight through Samaria.
· He sends messengers on ahead who are sent back with their tails between their legs
· The Samaritans were offended because their final destination was Jerusalem
Who were the Samaritans? Why the enmity?
Anyone know what king this goes back to? Solomon’s son, Rehoboam
· Solomon’s official, Jeroboam, petitioned Rehoboam for relief from the taxes, which was refused.
· In 1 Kings 12, the kingdom split in 2 – Judah in the south with Rehoboam, and Israel to the North, with Jeroboam as king – Samaria became the capital
· Jeroboam set up idols in the north high places – Dan and Bethel
· No longer did his subjects travel to Jerusalem to worship and sacrifice
· The northern kingdom fell to the Assyrian empire in 722BC, about 130 years before Judah fell to the Babylonian empire.
· That’s like us today going back to civil war times
· The Israelites intermarried with the Assyrians and became an inter-racial group
· Religious differences
· Clinging to Pentatuch as the only valid books of the law
· Worshipping on their own mountain
James and John – good and bad
Why did they want to call down fire in the Bible passage? In the video?
Is there anything good about their reactions? What about the bad?
Bad
· Bigotry toward Samaritans
· This wasn’t the first time the people had offended him, but these were Samaritans
· Desire to cast judgment on the Samaritans
· Self-righteousness
· Wanted them consumed and obliterated (“to destroy them”)
· Didn’t understand Jesus’ mission of mercy
Good
· Confidence in the power Jesus had shown them when he sent them 2x2
· Zeal for the honor of their leader - Wanted justice
· They didn’t just call for it, they asked Jesus if he’d allow it
How did Jesus respond?
· Rebuked the disciples
· Simply went on to another village
What can we learn from Jesus’ response?
When did God actually send fire from heaven? And what were the reasons behind it?
· This was Satan’s work, permitted by God
· Job 1:16 – The fire of God came down and burned up his sheep and servants
· In Job 42 he has his flocks restored
· God’s judgement
· Sodom and Gomorrah – Genesis 19:24
· The wicked king Ahaziah sent soldiers to arrest Elijah and they were burned up (twice) – 2 Kings 1:10,12
· How would you like to have been in charge of that 2nd group of soldiers?
· Consume a sacrifice
· King David’s repentance over census sin – 1 Chronicles 21:26
· Dedication of Solomon’s temple – 2 Chronicles 7:1
· Elijah’s sacrifice on Mt. Carmel – 1 Kings 18:38
Any stories of praying for God to send fire from heaven that you’re willing to share?
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