Oner – leader notes

Discussion questions to open
Before we watch the video, what do you think it was like for the disciples behind-the-scenes when Jesus was busy? What were their responsibilities?
Read passage that episode is based on: Matthew 4:25
News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them.
· What would the disciples’ duties have been while Jesus was performing these healings? 
· How did they interact with each other?
· Early on in the ministry, what would be going through your mind if you were part of this? What questions would you have, as a Jewish person?
Play video (longer video sequence)
· Season 2 Episode 3
· Opening scene 14 minutes
Starts with Philip giving a verse to Matthew to memorize
Psalm 139:8
If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!
· Why does Philip give this verse to Matthew (who is new to studying scripture in The Chosen) to memorize? Is this a good choice?
· What passage would you provide to a new believer to chew on?
· What does this passage mean to you?

The Oner
· I know some of you are here for the biblical impact/study only, but give me grace while I talk about the artistic painting that The Chosen just painted
· This was about a 14-minute oner – and they only had one shot because the sun was dying
· From Mom:
May be the longest “oner” ever done.
1 incredibly long shot, moving camera around - terribly hard on camera man.  
Rarely ever tried by any studios, but they finally got it.
Hard on Dallas b/c if anyone messes up lines, they have to start all over.  

No editing. Normally do every shot from multiple angles.  Multiple takes. 9,10,11 takes.
In a ONER, no varying angles.

Steadicam: camera rests on this big mount & you attach the camera-build the camera 
into the mount & it keeps it balanced as you are walking around. It can’t shake! 
Has system of weights & balances.  Complicated. 
Had to bring in a special cam operator- CHAD. He had unique rig that allowed us to not 
only stay at one height level but he could go up & down & around more easily. His biggest problem is this weighs 60 pounds & he has to hold it for 15 minutes.  Exhausting. Using his back, legs, shoulders, core –

PREPARATION is intense. Once you start, there’s no stopping. 
Significant mistakes – must start all over.  Have to think of everything.
Multiple rehearsals before doing it.  
Normally a rehearsal takes 15 minutes tops. 
Then you send actors to make up & wardrobe. (Takes make-up 2 hours to do mother Mary).

REHEARSED for hours.  Actors had to have make-up & be dressed. 
Had to walk through scene multiple times to be sure about where camera would go. 
By middle of the day, had it figured out. Wanted a good take while the sun was up.

Around 3PM started shooting & realized shadows are a big problem. 
You could see the crew in the shadows. Cameraman. Boom mic guy.  
Most of crew hiding in bushes or in the tent watching on monitors, but shots were NOT usable. 

Then we would still have another chance at end of day when sun was going down. 
Sun going down is called “magic hour” because lighting is so beautiful. Very limited time.
Not many scenes done in MAGIC HOUR because can’t get all the takes done w/same light.

It would look great, but they had to sit there for 2 ½ hours just waiting.  Scary.  
Only 1 chance left.  Dallas went into field to pray.  Red Sea Moment.

Chad was so tired he was barely hanging on.  Breathing heavy.  Chad literally collapsed on the ground.  
Chad got a raving ovation from the actors & crew. There were a couple of scary moments, 
but Yoshi (Phillip) kept it going & Dallas went over to give him a thank you & a hug.  

Disciples Confusions
What were some of the things they were confused about?
· Purpose of the Messiah – not a military leader?
· Why ministering to Syrians and Samaritans?
· Why the focus on healing?
· Why God chose them individually/ What role does HE intend for me? 
· Ever ask yourself the same question?
· What are some ways we can know?
Mary’s Mike Drop – He’s not waiting for us to be holy – he’s here because we can’t do it ourselves
· Response to misconception from Rabbinical tradition – Holy before Messiah will come
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