Mary Magdelene returns – leader notes

Video (Season 2 episode 6)
Introduce it – Backstory of this fictional episode
· Very early in Jesus’s ministry, he’d healed Mary Magdelene from numerous demons.
· Now, she’s a follower of Jesus, traveling with other women and the disciples.
· But she lives with the PTSD of the past – the demons and the Romans who’d done things to her.
· In the previous episode of The Chosen, she is triggered by a soldier and a demon-possessed man.
· She couldn’t handle it, and ran off to the nearest city (Jericho).
· Finding her missing, the disciples tell Jesus, who sends Matthew and Simon Peter after her
· Matthew and Simon do not get along at this point in the series (M was S’s tax collector)
Play it – 10 minutes 
· Jump forward until scene of Simon Peter and Matthew walking down the stairs.
· After they find Mary, jump forward to Mary returning to Jesus
Searching
Matthew and Peter looking for her, arguing. 
Matt: “What if you were cut off from Jesus by something in your past? Wouldn’t you want help getting back to him as soon as possible?”
Do we have a heart like Matthew for those who have slid away?
What does Matthew do to get Mary to come back?
· Reminds her of all that she is doing for Jesus – all the good she does. “He saved you to do all these things.”
Mary’s objections
M: “He already fixed me once and I broke again. I can’t face him.”
M: “I do have faith in him. Just not in me.”
What do these two objections boil down to?
· She feels too guilty.
· She doesn’t believe she can live up to what he’s done for her.
Why is it hard for Mary to return to Jesus? Why is it hard for us when we fail?
How does Satan use the power of guilt in our lives?
Redemption
What struck you about this forgiveness scene?
Consider each of the following exchanges with Jesus. What truth do they teach?
· M:I don’t know what to say.  J:I don’t require much.
· M:You redeemed me and I threw it all away. J:Well that’s not much of a redemption if it can be lost in a day, is it?
· M:I can’t do it. Live up to it. Repay you.  I just can’t live up to it.    J:That’s true. But you don’t have to. 
· J: “I want your heart.  The Father just wants your heart. Give us that, which you have, & the rest will come in time.”
· J:Did you really think that you would never struggle or sin again?
Ryan’s self-disclosure in interview w/ Dallas:
Writer (Ryan) explains he had significant issues w/alcoholism in the past. 
Sober almost 11 years now.  Ryan understands what happened to Mary from experience, 
more than Dallas or Tyler (other writer) can.  
Ryan had relapse after 8 years, when a series of things had happened to him-with career 
& relationships. Said to himself: I am gonna have a beer. 
It was as if 8 years of abstinence had never happened. 
Started drinking hourly, & for 2 years drunk 24-7, drinking & dry heaves. 
(Ryan goes to meetings still  --  w/same people for 10 years. 
If they fall back, it’s a quick disappearance. 
They want the accountability to not do what the body is craving.)

RYAN: ADMITS POWERLESSNESS.  NO ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM IN PLACE.
He says it was dramatic for him at the atomic level. It came from a brutal bottom.
Finally at point where he asked God for help. Was ready for God’s help. 
“Only God could change me.”  
It had to be from the inside out, piece by piece, self-reflecting all the way. 
Journey is fraught with ups and downs.  Long-term disappointments. 
All sorts of vices & traumas out there.  For Ryan it was booze.  

Hebrews 6:4-8 - 4 It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age 6 and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 7 Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God. 8 But land that produces thorns and thistles is worthless and is in danger of being cursed. In the end it will be burned.

What does this passage mean to you? Impossible?
Judas vs Peter? Why was Peter able to repent and not Judas?
My take – and who have fallen away clause in v6 – Peter sinned, but never fell away from being spirit-filled.
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