Good Shepherd stoning – leader notes

The Good Shepherd Clip
Introduce clip – This covers all of John 10. The Chosen combined the first half of John 10 with the second half into a single scene, but we read in verse 22 that part 2 happened during the feast of the dedication (Hanukkah). Some think part 2 of the chapter is a continuation, but the wording sound awkward to me.
Play scene near end of episode 6 of season 4, starting with Jesus and followers entering Jerusalem and walking into temple – 10 to 11 minutes
“I Am the Gate for the Sheep”
For the first parable, let’s read John 10:1-10
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them.
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
In the Bible account, who is Jesus addressing? Verse 1 – the Pharisees.
What’s are two ways to distinguish between the shepherd and the thief?
· Is he welcomed through the gate, or does he climb in some other way…
· Do the sheep recognize his voice…
The Pharisees didn’t understand this metaphor (v6). Let’s talk about its nuances…
In Verse 7, Jesus says he is the gate to the sheep pen. What does he mean by this?
· The sheep (us) come to safety through the gate; through Jesus are we saved.
· Shepherds come through the gate, and we know their voice. In addition to being the gate, Jesus is the only true shepherd.
· There is no other path to salvation. Not the laws or works or other religions.
How can Jesus be both the gate and the shepherd?
· Often their sheep pens had rock walls with a single opening the size of a human. A shepherd or gatekeeper would sleep in that opening. He would literally be both a shepherd and the gate.
What does the Sheep Pen represent?
· Salvation
· The church
· To the Pharisees, it would have represented purity and being in tune with the laws
Who did the Pharisees think were the shepherds? Themselves; didn’t like an outsider claiming this.
We know Jesus is the true shepherd. But verse 3 talks about the gatekeeper allowing other shepherds through that gate. What do you think this means?
Lesser shepherds, like pastors, are called to guide us in Jesus’ name and in his truths. One such example is David, in Psalm 78:
70 He chose David his servant
    and took him from the sheep pens;
71 from tending the sheep he brought him
    to be the shepherd of his people Jacob,
    of Israel his inheritance.
72 And David shepherded them with integrity of heart;
    with skillful hands he led them.
Who did the Pharisees think were the sheep? The Jews. They thought they were the only ones who could hear God’s voice.
Who are the actual sheep? Gentiles and Jews alike who hear God’s voice and follow.
Who are the thieves and robbers that Jesus mentions in verse 8?
All who have come before. All the teachers before Christ were but thieves and robbers. Does this seem harsh to you? All?
Who are the thieves and robbers today?
· False teachers and pastors
· Those who teach another way to salvation
· Anyone who would lead us astray
· Satan himself, who would like nothing more than to steal and kill
How do they sneak into our pen?
· The climb the walls. The enter through a back door. They don’t go through Jesus.
Jesus says that his sheep will not recognize the thieves’ voices, so we won’t follow them. What are some ways that we can know their voices are false?

The Good Shepherd Analogy
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my Father.”
19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to him?”
21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind?”
What’s the difference between a good shepherd and a hired hand shepherd?
· The hired doesn’t care about the sheep.
· He runs away from danger.
· The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep
Do you notice the hidden gospel message in here, that even the disciples didn’t catch?
V 15-18 – Jesus says he will lay down his life for his sheep and then take it up again. He gets this authority from The Father. 
What verse would the Pharisees and priests have been mad about?
V 16 – Other sheep that he will bring into the sheep pen. There will be one flock and one shepherd. He speaks of the Gentiles.
How did they try to discredit him?
They called him a demon-possessed and raving mad person. But his signs like healing the blind made some keep listening.
Attempted Stoning
22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”
33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’? 35 If he called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside— 36 what about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do you accuse me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe me unless I do the works of my Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp.
The setting
Feast of the Dedication is in wintertime (Hanukkah), and this confrontation happened inside Solomon’s Colonnade, which would have looked much like we saw in the clip. It was found in the outer court of the Temple, called the Court of the Gentiles, an area where women would have been permitted. Peter and John also healed a lame man here in the book of Acts.
What the Feast Celebrated
Defeat of Antiochus Ephiphanes
· which means “God Manifest”, which means Antiochus believed what about himself?
· Jews derisively called him Antiochus Epinames, which means “the crazy one”
· He desecrated the temple (see below)
· Defeated during Maccabean revolt but Judas Macabbeas, which is an act more like the type of Messiah the Jews expected
· Can you see why Jesus’s claims, on this holiday, would have brought out such strong emotions if they did not believe he was the good shepherd?
Desecration of the temple: Antiochus IV Epiphanes (c. 167 BC): One of the most notorious instances of Temple desecration occurred during the reign of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, a Hellenistic king of the Seleucid Empire. As part of his campaign to Hellenize the Jewish people, Antiochus erected an altar to Zeus in the Temple and sacrificed swine on it, an act of profound sacrilege to the Jewish faith. This event is detailed in the apocryphal books of 1 and 2 Maccabees and is referred to as the "abomination of desolation" in the Book of Daniel. Daniel 11:31 states, "His forces will rise up and desecrate the temple fortress. They will abolish the daily sacrifice and set up the abomination of desolation."
Renewing the metaphor of Good Shepherd
What question did the Jews ask Jesus?
· If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.
His answer: I did tell you, but you didn’t believe. You don’t believe, because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice and follow.
Blasphemy?
What did he say to make them pick up stones?
Verse 30: I and My Father are one.
Ultimately, what was the crux of the whole matter for the people there that day?
Was he God or was he a mere man?
See verse 30 (above) and verse 33.  ““We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”
Isn’t it amazing that 2,000 years later, so much of whether we believe in the Good Shepherd comes down to that one question – was Jesus who he claimed to be, or was he a mere man?
What would you have thought if you were a Jewish person, standing there that day? What would have swayed you to belief in Jesus?
· His works - I have shown you many good works from the Father
· His words
· His fulfillment of prophecy
Anyone willing to share what swayed you to believe that Jesus is who he claimed to be? What did it take to convince you to listen to his voice?
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