Come and See – leader notes

Video  - Season 2 Episode 2  (practice beforehand, as it involves jumping around)
· Opening scene 2 minutes
· Nathanael under fig tree 3 minutes
· Under fig tree again 2 minutes
· Philip at Nate’s house followed by Nate and Jesus 8 minutes
John 1:43-51:
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.
“Come and see,” said Philip.
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.”

WHAT DOES IT MEAN, WHEN JESUS CALLS NATHANIEL A TRUE ISRAELITE?
He affirms his character as a godly man, receptive to the Lord's work

WHAT DOES JESUS SAY NEXT THAT DEMONSTRATES HIS SUPERNATURAL POWER & CAPTURES HIS ATTENTION?
Refers to Nathanael's experience under the fig tree.  
This insight throws him off guard. Stunned to learn that Jesus already 
knew him, & aware of his movements.
Responds with an amazing confession of faith, proclaims Jesus to be 
divine Son of God, the King of Israel. 
Jesus tells Nathaniel that he’ll see a stunning vision: "Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man." (John 1:51).  
This connects him with which OT episode?     (Gen 28)
Jacob sleeping on road to Haran w/head on a stone.  He’d fled Esau. 
Dream:, sees a stairway resting on the earth, w/its top reaching to heaven & angels of God ascending & descending.  At the top the Lord stands & gives Jacob same covenant promises He gave to Abraham. (Ladder is symbol of connection b/t heaven & earth, of God & man.  
What’s the significance of Jesus saying there is "No deceit" in Nathaniel?
Jacob deceiving Esau. Jesus would have been building up Nathaniel to say there was nothing like the deceit of Jacob in his heart.  
Fig Tree Scene with Nate
· This was added by The Chosen as backstory to create more power to the scene when Nathanael was called
· Clearly there was a supernatural element in Scripture too – Nathanael was shocked that Jesus had seen him under the fig tree – immediately called Jesus the Son of God.
· Could that response have happened in real life without some kind of backstory?
· What lesson does this line by Jesus and The Chosen scene teach us?
· Jesus sees us, even/especially at our lowest moment
· More than that – Jesus knows us, as he knew Nate
· What line when he is under the tree does Nathaniel utter, that at the climactic moment Jesus responds to?               “Do you see me?”   And Jesus later says, “I saw you.”
· What do the ashes represent?
Philip and “Come and See”
Very simple response to Nathanael’s objections. Why do you think this approach works or doesn’t work?
· Philip doesn’t waste time arguing about it – just suggests taking it to a higher authority
· Perhaps a good idea if we don’t know how to answer an objection
Has anyone ever said Come and See to you? What was the result?
How often do we say “come and see” to someone else?
Where are some other places that we might be able to use this approach?
· Invite to church
· To a Bible study
· To watch The Chosen
· Just invite to dinner

Copyright 2026 Daniel P. Warner (danielpwarner.com)

