Woman at the Well – Living Water – Leader notes

Intro – Play 1st Video
Play the opening scene of Season 1 Episode 8 (5 minutes), then pause
Cold Open – Jacob’s well
DO YOU LIKE THE FINAL LINE?
“We didn’t choose him – He chose us.”

How do you like Jacob’s description of El Shaddai, and the stranger’s response?
Facts about Jacob’s well
· Outside town of Sychar, which no longer exists.
· No old testament note of it. Only mentioned in woman at well scene in John, but the scene makes it clear that the origin of the well was common knowledge.
· Well is located in the heart of Samaria, near Mt. Gerizim – a holy mountain for Samaritans, who believe that Moses told them to worship there 3 times a year. About 1000 Samaritans alive today who try to act as a bridge between Jews and Palestinians.
Jacob’s Well today
· Inside a Greek Orthodox Church in the West Bank.
· Can visit today.

Now Play the Woman and Jesus Scene at end of episode – 11 minutes
Jesus walks up to well alone – think he was nostalgic?
Her Objections
· “A Samaritan… and a woman?”
· Jews didn’t talk to Samaritans 
· Scandalous for a man to be alone with woman, not his wife.
· Aren’t I unclean to you?
· Won’t you be defiled by this vessel?
· Galatians 3:28 : There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ's, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.
Jews and Samaritans – why the hate?
· Reasons go back hundreds of years.  
· II Kings 17 tells how Assyria took Israel & many people forcibly removed from Israel
·  & sent to live elsewhere in the Assyrian empire.
· Assyria inserted conquered people to replace the Israelites.
· They ended up marrying the people who were brought in.  
· The generations that those groups produced became the Samaritans.
· Tension for centuries between these & the Jews that had not intermarried.  
· They considered the Samaritans as outsiders, not fully Jewish.
· Samaritans built their own temple on Mt. Gerizim.  
· Prohibited from worshiping in Jerusalem temple. Raised to hate each other. Remind you of anything today? Jews and Palestinians

· Two main routes from Galilee to Judea 
· Direct route through Samaria
· Longer route along the Jordan river, bypassing Samaria. Thought to be safer. Jews usually took this route to avoid Samaritans
· Jesus would often take shorter route through Samaria
Today, would we drive through the west bank to get to Judea from Galilee? Would we walk through a bad part of town to reach our destination?
Living Water
· Water for our souls as opposed to physical needs
· Is your water better than that of our ancestor Jacob?  “I know Jacob”
What is meant by living water? 
· Parallel to life-giving properties of water, but better, because never-ending
· The water I give will become in you a fountain springing up into eternal life
· John 7:37-39: 37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as[f] the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.
· Isaiah 44:1-5 (especially verse 3) – O Jacob my servant… I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants…
Notice any parallels to the conversation with Nicodemus?
Water and Spirit – always seem paired together

Where/How to worship
· Jerusalem or this mountain
· Won’t matter where you worship
· Only that you do it in spirit and truth. John 4:24
· Worship in spirit and truth
Where do you like to worship? Church? Nature? Home?
Revealing himself as Messiah
Why to her first? A random, sinful, Samaritan woman?
Why did he focus on people “outside the norm”? Sinners?
Compare how Jesus interacts with woman vs. Nicodemus
Knowing the great division between Jews & Samaritans made this scene special.
Animosity went both ways. Jesus chips away at all those walls.
Harvest is Ripe - Disciples don’t get it
Let’s talk about what happened when the disciples walked up to the well at the end of the scene…
· Jesus: “I have food to eat that you don’t know of”
· Disciples: “What food?”
· Jesus: “The will of He who sent me.”
Me : That’s great food
“Tell everyone!”…”I was counting on it.”  
My wife’s insight: The woman went to be a witness to the people with only her personal experience, and not having studied as a theologian. We can be witnesses without being an expert.
Final thoughts
Speaking of the Samaritan woman, she said, “I am rejected by others.” Jesus replied, “I know. But not by the Messiah.” How well do we balance compassion for others and loving them without condemnation, but also not condoning sinful lifestyles or behaviors? 
Has there ever been a time in your life when you were as excited about Jesus as the woman at the well? When was that, and why was it exciting? 
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