Peter’s Mother-in-law and his wife – leader notes

Intro – Play scene from episode 8
Play Scene 3 from episode 8 – 6 minutes
Big question –Do you like goat cheese?  Nectarines, or plums?
Scripture: Matthew 8:14-15; Luke 4: 38-39; Mark 1
Luke: After He left the synagogue, He entered Simon’s house. Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Him about her. 39 So He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up immediately and began to serve them.
Jesus talks to Eden – God sees us
Jesus says to her: “You saw it first, you know – what I see in Simon. That connects us.”
Women – what did you see in your husband before anyone else?
Men – what did we think our wives saw in us?
He cannot make sacrifices that are not also yours. You have a role to play in all of this.
Do we appreciate the roles that our spouses play in our lives? And the sacrifices they make? 
What are some sacrifices that you or someone you know has made to support their spouse?
I see you. Not easy to be at home while your husband is out… even when you are proud of him.
God sees us even when we are in the background.
Think of our missionaries and our pastors. Is there anything we can do better to show appreciation to their wives? 
Any stories of support roles played by spouses that you can think of? I think of Billy Graham’s wife.
How Jesus treated women compared to the culture
Jewish Culture:
The daily prayers of Jewish men included this thanksgiving: “Praised be God that he has not created me a woman.”
· Generally married young
· Almost always under protection and authority of a man
· Little access to property or inheritance
· Men could divorce for any reason; Women could not initiate a divorce
· Not required to pray the same daily prayers as men
· Not allowed to study sacred text
· Rabbi Eliezer, a first-century teacher, is noted for saying, “Rather should the word of the Torah be burned than entrusted to a woman.”
· Restricted to the outer court in the temple in Jerusalem
· Not allowed to bear witness in a religious court
How Jesus Defied Convention
Spoke with women in public
Luke 13:10-17  Calls a woman “daughter of Abraham”
10 On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11 and a woman was there who had been crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, “Woman, you are set free from your infirmity.” 13 Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.
14 Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue leader said to the people, “There are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath.”
15 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie your ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water? 16 Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”
17 When he said this, all his opponents were humiliated, but the people were delighted with all the wonderful things he was doing.
What does Jesus call her? What does this moniker imply about her?
While the expression “son of Abraham” was often used to indicate that a male Jew was recognized as bound by covenant to God, women had never been called “daughters of Abraham.” With this title, Jesus recognizes this woman as having equal worth.
Woman at the well
Recall the list of restrictions on Jewish women I listed. Which of these does this story defy?
· Initiating a conversation with her
· Discussing the law with her
· She became a witness of him – “I’m going to tell everyone!”
Respect and Compassion
Luke 8:43-48 – Woman who bled
46 But Jesus said, “Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me.”
47 Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 48 Then he said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace.”
In what ways does Jesus show compassion and respect to her?
· Jesus refused to see her as unclean. She had to fight through the crowds to get to him. He took time for her on his way to heal Jairus’ daughter
· He calls her daughter
Can you think of other women that he treated with respect and compassion?
· The woman who anoints Jesus
· The adulteress

Women Disciples
Who were some of Jesus’ female disciples?
· Mary and Martha – Mary is described as sitting at his feet to listen to him – the position of a disciple
· Luke 8:1-3 After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.
· Mark 15:40-41 There were also women looking on from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome. 41 When He was in Galilee, they would follow Him and help Him. Many other women had come up with Him to Jerusalem.
Receiving Jesus’ Self-Revelation
· Women were the first to see the empty grave and to see Jesus in the flesh. The other disciples did not believe them. Their stories sounded like nonsense, Luke’s gospel says (24:11)
If they had been men, would it have sounded like nonsense?
What conclusions does this give you about the importance of women, then and today?
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