Nicodemus meets Jesus (Light and Darkness; Spirit and Water)

Intro – Play Video (This will be for Part 1 of our 2-class study)
Season 1, Episode 7 - 12 Minutes (start with Nico being escorted in at night)
Opening of scene
Light
· It is very dark. Difficult to see the characters.
· Jesus speaks of how the eye is drawn to light – notice the symbolism?
· Jesus is the light of the world. We are drawn to him.
· In Scripture, this conversation closes with text about light:
John 3:19-21 - This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.
Who loves the darkness and hates the light? And who is The Light?
Are we living in the light? If so, we’re not afraid to have our deeds seen plainly by God.
Let’s go back to the opening comments of the scene
· Jesus: What is your conclusion? (about the signs and wonders)
· Nico: You are not acting alone (very tentative). You come from God.
John 3:2 - He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi,(C) we know(D) that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs(E) you are doing if God were not with him.”
At this point in the conversation, what do you think Nicodemus was believing about Jesus? Hoping? 
Secret Night Meeting
Notice Nico’s not wearing his normal garb. And he’s jumpy.
Nico is fearful of consequences of what Jesus is preaching. His words are potentially dangerous. Jesus says in The Chosen: “That’s why we are here. At this hour.” 
	I find this line poignant, given the discussion about who is afraid of the light!
Is Nico more concerned for his own reputation or for Jesus’ safety?
Jesus tells him he’s come to bring in a kingdom. Nico says: “That is what our rulers are worried about.”
What were Pharisees and Rome worried about?
· Challenges to their authority
· In recent past, rebellions against Rome had been put down, costing Rome money, men, good will
· When Jesus says his kingdom is not a physical kingdom, Nico actually is relieved.  Jesus won’t try to overthrow Rome. 
·  What Nic doesn’t realize is that what Jesus describes is far more 	dangerous to Rome than a physical kingdom.
· His kingdom will take over the world & turn the Roman empire upside down.
Jesus is a threat to everything Rome stands for
· Instead of believing that Caesar is lord, followers of Jesus proclaim Jesus is Lord.
· Caesar is not a god.   But Jesus is GOD.
· Christians declare Jesus only name through which can be saved.
·  Stop sacrificing idols & doing business the way they have been.
· This Jesus movement dismantles the whole culture from within. Not with armies but with transformed hearts and lives.
Parallels to today – are Christians viewed as a threat to our secular culture? Is that why we always seem to be under attack by forces of darkness?
· We are to be the light of the world – Matthew 5:14-16  “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Born Again – Spirit and Water
We are so familiar with this phrase. But imagine being Nicodemus and hearing it for the first time. What would he be thinking?
-Fun to hear the context of how Jesus explains it – born of the spirit and of water. Meaning?
Not baptism.
· Because of the context. Christian baptism not yet done.
· If Jesus had meant that, He would have said “unless one is baptized and born of the spirit.”
· Thief on cross not baptized.  Some say he was under old covenant, but so was Nicodemus.
Traditional interpretations:
1. Water refers to the first birth – and the water is the amniotic fluid & spiritual birth.
2. Or . . . 2 aspects of spiritual birth.
a. Water then refers to spiritual cleansing.
b. Water is often used figuratively for regeneration of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God at moment of salvation.
c. Water stands for the cleansing, and spirit stands for the strengthening power of Christ, which wipes out past and gives victory in the future.
It’s grammatically presented as one action, not two.
When Jesus rebukes Nicodemus for not understanding, as a teacher of the law, he should have understood.
Isaiah 44:3 - For I will pour water on the thirsty land,
    and streams on the dry ground; 
I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring,
    and my blessing on your descendants.
John 7:37-39 - On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
Ezekiel 36:24-29a - “‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God. 29 I will save you from all your uncleanness.
Woman at the Well
John 4:13-14 - 13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
John 4:23-24 Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”
Rebuke
Jesus rebukes Nicodemus for not understanding:  John 3:10 - “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things?
Given these Scriptures, should Nicodemus have understood?
Do you like how Jesus compares wind to the Spirit?
Hard to Receive
Nicodemus says: “This is hard to receive.”
Jesus: “Sorry to disappoint. I came to deliver from sin, not from Rome.”
Why is this hard to receive?
How can we as witnesses make it easier for unbelievers to receive?
Good place stop. Restart next week with the opening scene of Moses (same episode).
Snake in the Wilderness
Video – 3 minutes
Israel had gone from Tyranny of Egypt to the desert  What’s worse? Tyranny, or desert? 
So their faith wanes – understandable, even though their fault for lack of faith at promised land
They ask God to call off the snakes, but he doesn’t – he comes up with another solution. Why?
· God’s cure is voluntary exposure to the source of the terror. They are still going to get bit, but they can be healed.
· He’s tired of their lack of faith. This is an act of faith to be healed. Moses’ last line in video.
· Snakes will always be among us. Better we learn how to deal with them.
Snake is a symbol of healing and transformation (shedding skin and reborn). Staff a symbol of tree of life.
· I love Moses teaching Joshua, like Jesus teaching Nicodemus.
· I love Moses’ last line in the snake scene: “It’s an act of faith, not reason… Faith.”
John 3:14-15 - Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
Everyone here probably knows this parallel, but it was beautiful to see how it played out on screen.
Did you know this was the last thing Jesus said before the famous John 3:16?
Numbers 21:4-9 - They traveled from Mount Hor along the route to the Red Sea, to go around Edom. But the people grew impatient on the way; 5 they spoke against God and against Moses, and said, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is no water! And we detest this miserable food!” 
6 Then the Lord sent venomous snakes among them; they bit the people and many Israelites died. 7 The people came to Moses and said, “We sinned when we spoke against the Lord and against you. Pray that the Lord will take the snakes away from us.” So Moses prayed for the people.
8 The Lord said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.
As I read this, I think poor Moses.
John 3:16
Most famous moment in Bible. This moment changed the world. Impacted millions of people. Dallas felt responsibility here greater than ANY OTHER SCENE
I love the flash to John taking notes. 
· What was going through his mind? Did he realize he was recording what would be the most important words in Scripture?
Very emotional for the actors.  Powerful words. Watching the scene even in rehearsals made cameramen emotional.
Nicodemus Reaction to Meeting
Can see the emotion on Nicodemus’ face. Great acting, but perhaps real emotion too?
“Follow Me” – fictional in The Chosen
Nico’s reaction:
· “I’d have to give up… who I am”
· Pharisee, family, status in Sanhedrin, teacher of Israel, comfort
Jesus’ response:
· What you will gain is far greater. And more lasting
Would we be willing to give up these same things? Give up who we are?
In Reality, the Encounter 2000+ years ago:
Jesus closed with “The Verdict”
Do you think Nico experienced true faith that night?
Tradition says he became a strong believer and came out of the closet. He spent a small fortune on spices to wrap Jesus’ body, and he worked with Joseph of Arimathea to bury the body.
Kiss the Son
Psalm 2:12 - Kiss his son, or he will be angry
    and your way will lead to your destruction,
for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
    Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
Why did Nico kiss Jesus’ ring?
· He’d been rebuked once. Maybe he thought Jesus would become angry?
· Perhaps still thinking of Jesus as an earthly king.
Why did Jesus tell him it wasn’t necessary? 
· Perhaps not his time yet? Jesus didn’t accept wide-spread worship until Palm Sunday

I’ll close with Jesus’ final line in scene: Blessed are all who take refuge in him.
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