John 1 – The Word – leader notes

Play Video
Play cold open of Season 2 episode 1, where John is gathering notes from other disciples in preparation for writing his gospel. This is a fictional scene that takes place after the real event of John’s brother James becoming the first of the disciples to be martyred. 
9 minutes
Optionally – play the last few minutes of the episode. It is a beautiful conclusion that ties the beginning of John’s gospel to Genesis 1.
How does this strike you as you imagine the thought processes of the gospel writers? Can you imagine the intense weight of responsibility they must have felt?
What words of Jesus did Mary and John remember that gave them comfort about this heavy responsibility?
Matthew 24:35 - Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
John 1
The beginning and The Light
John 1:1-4  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 
What traits of Jesus do we see here?
· He existed outside of time itself – In the beginning was the Word – without beginning of time
· Co-existence with the Father – was with God and was God – the world was from God, but he was with God
· Creator (v3) – all things made through him – not only with God, but active in everything, not just some things (nothing was made without him)
· Origin of life (v4) and light – notice the phrase “Light of all mankind” – does this separate the life in us from the life in other creatures?
· Shines in darkness
Compare to Genesis 1:1-2 Similarities - Intentional by John?
Also 1 John 1:1 - That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life.   
And comes full circle in verses 5-10 – we are told to walk in the light of the Word
5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
The Word
The word “Word” – Why did John use this metaphor?
· Greek logos – dual meaning
· Spoken word (obvious)
· Unspoken word (reason, or rationality that governs all things)
· Jewish 
· The word of God by which he created and sustains everything
· Refers to the law of God that he gave to Israelites to be their life
· The rabbis said the law was “created before the world,” that it “lay on God’s bosom while God sat on the throne of glory,” that it was divine, that it was God’s “firstborn” through whom he “created the heaven and the earth,” that it is “light” and “life” for the world and that it “is truth.”
· So in this context, John is saying that Jesus is the fulfillment of this Word, the law of God that was given to be their life
What does the phrase “the darkness comprehended it not” convey to you?

V 6-8 – Why do you suppose God sent John the Baptist? It’s not like Jesus couldn’t have just jumped into his ministry without him?
V 14 – The Word became flesh – what does this say?
· God became flesh. Paul says that the Son humbled himself and took on human form.
· What a step down! From heavenly angels and the Father to this sinful lot that is mankind
Philippians 2:5-8
 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Muslims and others claim that Jesus is not God and never claimed to be God. Have you ever encountered this? How would you refute it?
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