Jesus and the Children and the Shema – leader notes

Intro to Episode 3
· The first episode they filmed
· The first episode that featured Jesus (he only appeared in the others)
· Emphasized the humanity of Christ and his love for children
· People have commented to Dallas Jenkins that it was life-changing to see Jesus on screen doing human things like praying, building a fire, cooking, brushing teeth, waking up tired, binding a wound. It brought them to love Jesus.

Chapter 4 – play 3 minutes to end of Shema; Chapter 3 2:59 – 4 minutes
Jesus brushing teeth and answering some questions
Elijah and she-bear? (later)
· How much longer will you stay?
· Until time to go.
· When is that?
· When my work is done.
· Are you dangerous?
· Maybe to some. But not to you. Who was he dangerous to?
· Do you have friends?
· Some. But I’m going 
· Do you have a house?
· My father provides everything I need.
· My God will supply for every need, according to His riches in Christ Jesus”  - Philippians 4:19
· Is your father rich?
· A question for another time
· God owns the cattle on a thousand hills – Psalm 50:10
· What is your favorite food?
· I especially love bread, for many reasons.
· Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will not hunger and whoever believes in me will not thirst. – John 6:35
What run-of-the-mill question would you ask Jesus if given the chance like these kids?
Praying the Shema 
Pronounced: sh-MAH! – means both “to hear” and “to obey”
· A Jewish prayer recited 2x a day, expressing faith in and love for God. 
· This is the Jewish version of the confession of faith.
· Mike drop: Prayers take on a new meaning when Jesus is in the room – and He’s always in the room.
Where does the Shema come from?
Opening stanza is from Deuteronomy 6:4-9
Following stanzas are taken from other scripture, not all of which was quoted in The Chosen:
· Deuteronomy 6:5-9
· Divine rule/sovereignty of God
· The unity of God
· Unconditional love of God
· Commitment to study his teachings
· Teach Torah to children
· Deuteronomy 11:13-21
· Loyalty to commandments
· Reward and punishment based on fulfillment of God’s commands
· Numbers 15:37-41
· Wearing of tassels to remind of commandments
· Remember how God brought them out of Egypt to be their God.
New Testament References
Mark 12:29-30  (28-34)
· One of the teachers heard the debates
· Realized that Jesus gave a good answer
· Asked: “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?
· Jesus answered with two commandments
· Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one (we often skip this part). Love the Lord your God with all your:
· Heart
· Mind (Not in Deuteronomy)
· Soul
· Strength
· What’s the difference in each of these? Why did mind get included in this debate?
· Love your neighbor as yourself 
· Why did Jesus add a 2nd commandment? Because it was in Shema?
· Questioner answered – “you are right… more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
· Jesus approved – “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”
Was the scribe sincere, or trying to trap Jesus? What evidence do you have for your answer?
Luke 10:27  (25-29)
· Expert in the law stands up to test Jesus
· “Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
· Jesus: “What is written in the law? How do you read it?”
· Can you imagine if Jesus asked that to you?
· Expert’s answer: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, mind; and love your neighbor as yourself.”
· Jesus: “Correct – do this and you will live.”
· Expert: “Who is my neighbor?”
· Jesus: Good Samaritan parable
This scribe was not sincere. Scripture says he was testing Jesus. 
· Why did Jesus answer his initial question with another question?  
· Was follow-up question sincere – Who is my neighbor?
· What do you think of Jesus answering that with the Good Samaritan parable?
Study Beginning of Shema
Deuteronomy 6:4-9
4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.[a] 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
Verse 4: 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.
· One true God. A call against idolatry.
· Does this say anything about the trinity to you?
· The translation, “The Lord our God, the Lord is one,” suggests a second meaning, however. Yahweh is himself a unity, a single and unified Being. This means that he has integrity and is single-minded in his purposes. He can be trusted to carry out his plans and keep his promises. A different Hebrew word for “one” (yaḥid) than is used here could pose problems for the Christian doctrine of the Trinity because it can refer to undifferentiated unity. But the term actually used in the text (‘eḥad) allows for differentiation within unity. That is not to say that Moses consciously taught Trinitarian doctrine here, merely that the word allows for it when the NT later teaches it explicitly.
Verse 5: Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.  (New testament adds mind)
How do we show God our love? John 14:15 – if you love me, keep my commandments. Not a requirement for salvation to keep every commandment, but it shows where our heart is.
Verse 6: These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 
How well do we keep God’s commandments on our hearts? 
Did you see that in the children in the scene from the Chosen as they recited this passage? Is that why Jesus got weepy?
Verse 7: Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Do you think this verse is why Dallas and The Chosen introduced the Shema with Jesus teaching children?
What kinds of things have you done to impress God’s commandments on your children?
Verse 8: Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads.
Have you ever tied commandments on your hands or bound them on your foreheads? Or on your children’s hands/foreheads?
If we don’t take this literally, how can we honor the spirit of this verse? – our Bibles – am I wrong to use my phone as my Bible in church?
Verse 9: Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
Jews took this literally. It’s called the Mezuzah.
· It’s a cylindrical casing tied diagonally on Jewish doorposts. 
· Inside the casing is a paper with the Shema written on it and God’s name visible.
· It’s meant not remind of Passover, but rather to remind of the commandments. 
· Every time a Jew passes through a door with a mezuzah, he is to kiss fingers and touch them to mezuzah.
· You’ll see Jews in The Chosen kissing fingers and touching doorposts
Any thoughts on this? How does it strike you? What rituals do you have to remember God’s commandments?
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