Jesus Calls Matthew – a life transformed – leader notes

Intro – Where was Matthew at the end of Episode 6 (Healing Paralytic)?
Who knows what the concept of Setups and Payoffs is in writing?
	If you see an antique rifle mounted on the wall in scene one, it’s going to play a part before the end
Recall the end of the previous episode:
· Kids ask Matthew: “Are you lost?”
· He answers: “Yes.” 
· A moment of self-reflection
· Sees Jesus escaping. Jesus turns back, and holds eye-contact to end the episode.
· This is the setup for Episode 7. Today, we’ll get the payoff.
How would you describe Matthew’s mental state at this point?
· Confused
· Searching
· Lost
What spiritual truth from sermon on mount does Jesus looking back at Matthew convey?
· Seek and you shall find
· Probably many others
Matthew With Gaias Scene
Play Scene 2 – 2 minutes
“Luck doesn’t exist” – his old way of thinking.
· Does he still believe it?
· How does it influence his reflections on Jesus’ miracles?
Matthew asks: “What if you were suddenly the only Roman in Capernaum?”
“I’d change clothes.”
“Exactly. You Think only about yourself when you realize nobody else cares about you.”
· Sad line. But makes the payoff to come more rewarding.

Matthew With Mother Scene
Play Scene 5 – 3 Minutes 
Frustrated, sad
WHEN MATTHEW VISITS HIS MOTHER, WHAT DO WE LEARN ABOUT HIM & 1st C. era?
Elishiva. &  Alpheus.
HOW people thought of tax collectors. 
· Parents disowned him – called it blood money. Outcast even from his own family.  
· When mom comes to door, he changes from “eema” (mother) to her name. 
· In their eyes, he is dead.  
· Wants to help with money for his parents, but they call it blood money. 
· Matthew calls it irrational decision. We see that he lives by logic.
· Crime in those days not uncommon. Father makes leather goods- many shops robbed. 
· He is outcast.  Peter & taxi driver can barely stand to look at him.  
· Wasn’t allowed to go into the synagogue.
· We see his frustration over not being able to communicate.
· Matthew’s logical mind striving for understanding.

Various kinds of tax collectors at that time:   
1. Gabbai  - collected on property, & poll taxes – couldn’t cheat people very much.
2. Mokhes – import & exports & anything that moved by road. 
Had complete discretion and could easily cheat people.  
Whatever they collected above what they owed Rome, they could keep for themselves. Within this group were 2 divisions—GREAT MOKHES & LITTLE MOKHES.  
Zacchaeus would have been a Great Mokhes.   Worked behind the scenes & hired others to collect the taxes for him.  
Matthew was a Little Mokhes.  He saw people face to face & he was considered the worst kind of tax collector.  They watched him rob them.
Mother says, “You used the talent God gave you to bleed your people dry,”  
He wasn’t just helping Rome.  He was profiting. 
Rationalizes it, saying someone will do this, if not him. 
 But by his wealth we know he was doing a lot.
HOW WAS MATTHEW LIKE THE LEPER IN THE LAST EPISODE?	Both ostracized.
HOW WAS MATTHEW UNLIKE THE LEPER?
Bad choices. We all fall in love with Matthew in The Chosen, but we shouldn’t forget that he was NOT a good guy before following Jesus.
Jesus chose Matthew when everyone else said no to him.  
Follow Me – Matthew Leaves Booth
Play Scene 8 – 4 minutes
Matthew 9:9 - As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.
MATTHEW LEAVES TAX BOOTH & FOLLOWS JESUS.
NO SURPRISE TO US.  BUT HOW DOES THE SHOW MAKE IT SEEM PLAUSIBLE THAT HE WOULD DO THIS ON THE SPUR OF THE MOMENT?
· He’d seen the impossible, with the miracle of the fish.
· His life was lonely. He’d been banished from his own family.	
· Matthew says, “My whole world, everything I thought I knew, what if it’s wrong?” 

WHY DOES IT SEEM THAT GAIUS’ ANGER IS MORE THAN JUST LOSING A GOOD TAX COLLECTOR? 
· Matt abandoning everything Gaius thinks is important. FOOLISH TO GAIUS. 
· He has come to like Matthew VERY MUCH.
WHEN JESUS CALLS MATTHEW, THE CAMERA SWITCHES TO MARY AND SHE IS SMILING.  SUGGESTING WHAT?  She knows what is going down. She is intuitive.

PETER ASKS JESUS, “DO YOU KNOW HIM?” JESUS SAYS, “YES,” WHILE LOOKING AT MATTHEW. MATTHEW REGISTERS JESUS’ ANSWER IN HIS EYES, AND AT THE MOMENT HE MAKES THE DECISION TO LEAVE THE TAX BOOTH.
The line that’s on the t-shirt: “Get used to different.”
Why is Peter being such a jerk? Or is he?
He has had bad experiences with Matthew and doesn’t trust a tax collector.

COMPARE MATTHEW’S LEAVING TO THE RICH YOUNG RULER, -- NOT IN THIS EPISODE.
Mark 10:17-23 - As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’[d]”
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth.
23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”
· Asks how to inherit eternal life.
· Jesus says, you know the commandments – and recites some of them.
· Man says he’s observed all – shows he faithful & that he’s Jewish.   
· And has worked to keep the law.
· JESUS tells the man he lacks one thing: sell your possessions & give to the poor. And then – Follow me.

Same words to rich young ruler that JESUS said to Peter & same words He said to Matthew.
· Means He is inviting this man to be His disciple, but the man is not willing.  Can’t do it.
· Can’t leave behind the possessions that he cherishes, but Matthew can.
· Beautiful end of episode.  He leaves everything.  
· Think of what he has paid for these possessions, including his family.	
· Matthew leaves it all to follow Jesus.
How much was due to Jesus’ seeking out Matthew? Anyone have a story of God seeking you out when you were searching for life answers?

MATTHEW HAD ONE OF THE MOST RADICALLY CHANGED LIVES IN THE BIBLE. WHO ELSE COMES TO MIND, WHOSE LIFE CHANGED SO DRASTICALLHY?  E.G. Paul
In decisively deciding to follow Jesus, Matthew had one of the most radically changed lives in the Bible.  
He didn’t hesitate at Jesus’ invitation & he left behind a life of wealth & security for poverty & uncertainty.
His fate is unknown, but traditions say he preached for 15 years in Jerusalem after resurrection, then went on to other countries doing the same, where he was arrested in Ethiopia, and there nailed to the ground with short spears & beheaded.

(Dallas & Paras)
HOW DOES MATTHEW CHANGE WHEN JESUS INVITES HIM TO FOLLOW HIM?–  
He even Looks like a different person.  His face changes – when he says yes. 
Healing of paralytic. – had been the first  eye contact with Jesus in last episode.
All day players say they get goose bumps acting with “Jesus.”
Moments feel real – Paras surprised how much impact he feels.
PARAS said this was his favorite scene of the season.
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