Healings of Leper and Lame Man – Leader Notes

Leader Notes
There are a lot of moving parts in the videos and several clips to show that could take up class time. Make sure you preview the scenes and practice moving from one to another ahead of time. Also consider breaking this up into multiple classes/studies as you see fit.
Intro – Play 1st Video
5 Minutes – Chapter 4 from Episode 6 – Healing of leper. Stop when Tamar runs off.
Healing of the leper
Scripture: Luke 5:12-14; Matthew 8:1-4
When Jesus came down from the mountainside, large crowds followed him. 2 A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.”
3 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”  Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy. 4 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you don’t tell anyone. But go, show yourself to the priest and offer the gift Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.”

WHAT DO YOU KNOW ABOUT LEPROSY IN BIBLICAL TIMES?
· A variety of skin conditions outlined in Lev 13.
· Anything from eczema to Hansen’s disease, which is what we think of today.
· It affects the skin and nerves, causing discoloration and lumps, even disfigurement
· Required to keep their distance and ring a bell if anyone came near

WHAT WAS THE CONSEQUENCE OF HAVING LEPROSY IN BIBLE TIMES?
Isolation from rest of community.  Ritually unclean. 
 This had gotten out of hand in Jesus’ day.
They were not wanted by anybody. Nobody wanted to be even near them.
Ostracized. Everyone looked at you with fear and anger.
Understandable. If you got it, you’d be unclean also.

HOW DO DIFF CHARACTERS REACT TO MAN WITH LEPROSY?
John – ready to strike and defend everyone. 
All the rest – terrified
Jesus’ actions upset disciples.  They didn’t want it & didn’t want him to get it.
Instead of becoming unclean, he made the man clean.

How does how Jesus interacts w/ man w/leprosy show us who Jesus is?
“Please don’t turn away from me.” … Matt 11:28:
“I won’t” (Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest)
“If you are willing you can make me clean.”
“I am willing…”
“Be cleansed – Clean from leprosy, clean from sin”
Physical touch – something the leper hadn’t experienced in a long time

In what ways does hopelessness of being a leper parallel the hopelessness of being a sinner?
Are we desperate because of our sin? Ostracized?
Sin also isolates us and strips us of our lives and we don’t even know it. And isolation from God
Community – we have that here in church – so important, but we lose that when living in sin

Why did Jesus control the spread of the knowledge of his early miracles?
His time had not yet come. He knew what was coming, but this early in ministry, wasn’t ready for all the scrutiny yet.
Sacrifices to be declared clean
Jesus told the leper: “Go to see the priests and perform the sacrifices to be declared clean.”
What did this mean?
Leviticus 14:1-32 – verses on how to be cleansed
Step 1 - Read verses 14:1-7 aloud  – interesting ceremony with live bird and the dead one’s blood 
The Lord said to Moses, 2 “These are the regulations for any diseased person at the time of their ceremonial cleansing, when they are brought to the priest: 3 The priest is to go outside the camp and examine them. If they have been healed of their defiling skin disease, 4 the priest shall order that two live clean birds and some cedar wood, scarlet yarn and hyssop be brought for the person to be cleansed. 5 Then the priest shall order that one of the birds be killed over fresh water in a clay pot. 6 He is then to take the live bird and dip it, together with the cedar wood, the scarlet yarn and the hyssop, into the blood of the bird that was killed over the fresh water. 7 Seven times he shall sprinkle the one to be cleansed of the defiling disease, and then pronounce them clean. After that, he is to release the live bird in the open fields.
What does this ceremony remind you of?
· The blood of Jesus being sacrificed for our uncleanliness
· The live bird represents his resurrection (and ours, in Him)
· Needed 2 pigeons because priest couldn’t bring dead one back to life
Step 2 – Stay outside camp for seven days; wash clothes, shave all hair, bathe
Step 3 – on eighth day, lamb offerings (v10-20); different steps through verse 32 if they can’t afford
Wrap up leper scene
· Are there instances in our society today that cause a person to no longer have dignity?
· How do you think Jesus would treat them?
· How could us showing compassion (like Jesus) change the situation?
Note – you could target ending class here, and starting next class with what follows
Next Scene – Chapter 7 – 16 Minutes after forwarding into chapter 7
Start with Yosef running in to interrupt Nico and Schmuel
Play for 5 minutes, until line from Tamar “What about the roof?”
Tamar Speaks! – “Jesus of Nazareth!”  2 more minutes if you wish to include Matthew on roof and arrival of Pharisees

Recap – Lot of Moving Parts
Pharisees – Nicodemus and student
-warning about a crowd forming and a “commoner teaching”
Jesus teaching and crowd growing
Gaius and Matthew at empty booth and later at Zebedee’s house
Tamar (fictional character with paralytic friend) and Mary Magdelene
Simon Peter and brother Andrew worried about Jesus’ safety

Jesus’ teachings
Jesus is teaching about those killed by Pilate – Luke 13:1-5
Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2 Jesus answered, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they suffered this way? 3 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish. 4 Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”
What’s the point of the conversation? What is Jesus trying to get across?
Prayer and Giving: Jesus says prayer should be done privately, in your room, instead of publicly for show, and to use impressive-sounding words.  Matt 6:5-8
If you aren’t “good” at prayer, it’s okay. God hears you when you pray in private. You don’t have to pray in Sunday school or groups to be effective.

When you give to the needy, don’t let left hand know what our right hand is doing.  Matt 6:20-4.

Above from sermon on mount. But Jesus likely repeated some of the same truths to different crowds.

Two Parables in the background:
Parable of the Pharisee & the tax collector. (Luke 18:9-14).
Parable of the unjust judge (Luke 18:1-8).

God will clothe people just as he clothes the grass that is thrown into the fire. Matt 6:28-30 / Luke 12:27-28).

Jesus says Zebedee wouldn’t put his light under a basket.  Matt 5:14-16; Luke 8:16; Luke 11:33-36.

Romans and Matthew show up
-Crowd is blocking the road and creating a scene that makes Romans nervous – their job to keep the peace
- You can see how much the people, including Simon Peter, hate Matthew
Tamar and Mary
In this scene Tamar’s persistence – What parable character does this remind you of? The widow in parable of the unjust judge Luke 18:1-8
Then great line from Mary: “I was you, once”
What truths can we get from that line about our own lives and those around us?

Schmuel – “did you hear his disrespect?”
Why was this such an issue?  - disrespecting Schmuel was “evidence” that this new teaching was “dangerous”
They see Mary, restored, but don’t believe in Jesus - Even seeing miracles with their own eyes did not convince those who refused to see; If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.  Luke 16:31 – last line of the parable of the rich man in hell and the poor man named Lazarus (trying to get Lazarus to go tell his brothers to avoid the torment)

…
Play remainder of scene – 7 minutes
The Passage
Let’s read where this happens in Scripture before we talk about everything we saw:
Mark 2:2-12: They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. 3 Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4 Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
6 Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, 7 “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
8 Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? 9 Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? 10 But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, 11 “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 12 He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
The events we watched:
They start breaking the roof and lowering
Peter on roof to Mary – Can you believe we’re really here for this? She smiles and says “Yes!”
When God does something in your life, do you ever think I can’t believe I’m really here for this?
Schmuel – By whose authority do you teach?
· Not in the Mark text, but this quote is found elsewhere in the Bible
· Logical fallacy – called argument from authority. Little did Schmuel know that Jesus had the ultimate authority. But even if he didn’t, it doesn’t negate whether his argument is true or not.
Son of Man reference
· First time in the show. Jesus is declaring himself God.
· 1st appears in Daniel 7:13-14 – in a prophecy about “one like a son of man” who comes to heaven & is given authority, glory & power over all nations forever. 
Your sins are forgiven
· What is more difficult to say? Your sins are forgiven, or rise and walk?
· Clear blasphemy if Jesus wasn’t God.
Which part do you think angered the Pharisees the most? 
Why did Jesus tell the paralytic that his sins were forgiven before healing him?
Paralytic is healed
Pharisees stunned and/or suspicious
Nicodemus believing, but has so many questions
Matthew is more confused than ever. His structured world is turned upside-down.
Everyone else exuberant.
Anyone cry?
Chaos after Romans called for
What are you seeing in Nicodemus as the paralytic walks by? He asks Mary for a meeting with Jesus, which we’ve already seen. She isn’t sure. We are watching the life of a Pharisee change, although he has so much to lose
Matthew
· Kids ask him if he’s lost. Simple but powerful answer:  YES.
· Then Jesus stops to make eye contact. 
· A setup that demands a payoffs  (next episode)
Copyright 2026 Daniel P Warner (danielpwarner.com)

